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Welcome to the young People’s concerts !
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Graceful, elegant, and charming, Rococo music from 18th-century
France shaped the young Classical-era genius Wolfgang amadeus
Mozart. His Piano concerto no. 17 was inspired by the Rococo style.
One hundred years later, the great Romantic composer Pyotr ilyich
Tchaikovsky — who adored Mozart and had a dreamy fondness
for the Rococo era — composed the Rococo Variations for cello
and orchestra. In these works we’ll hear how composers who are
generations apart pay tribute to an earlier style, with all of its
ornament and sophistication.
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Wolfgang amadeus Mozart (1756–91)

Pyotr ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840–93)

Mozart composed such delightful music,
such graceful melodies with such profound
emotion, that he has remained one of the
most popular composers for over two hundred years. Beginning at the age of three,
Mozart studied music with his father. A rare
musical genius, he developed whole pieces
in his mind and wrote them down in a single
draft. He spent much of his youth touring
Europe with his father and his talented sister, Nannerl, amazing
nobles with his accomplished violin playing and compositions. By
the time Mozart was 14 years old, he had already spent nearly six
years of his life away from his Salzburg home to tour around
Austria, Germany, France, England, and Italy. Everywhere Mozart
traveled, he learned about new styles that he could incorporate
into his own music.

Tchaikovsky is one of the most popular
composers of all time, and one of Russia’s
greatest, but his path to composition was a
complicated one. He began piano lessons at
age 5 and quickly developed his talent, but
Russia had no music conservatories or systems for music education at the time, so there
were hardly any opportunities for a musical
career. Pyotr went to law school and initially
worked as a law clerk instead. When he was
22 years old, the St. Petersburg Conservatory was founded and he
was able to pursue his passion for music. Ultimately, he would become the ﬁrst Russian composer to receive international recognition.

Mozart and versailles
On the night before Christmas,
when Mozart was 7 years old, he
and his family arrived at the court
of Versailles — the home of Queen
Marie and King Louis XV of France.
There Wolfgang and his sister performed for the royal family, including Madame de Pompadour (with
Mozart, above). On New Year’s Eve the Mozart family was invited to
the King’s Royal Table. Here’s an account of the evening: “At the end
of the meal Louis XV asked to hear Mozart play the organ. A time
was set for the following day, but the impatient king headed directly to the Royal Chapel, and everyone ﬂocked after him. In the
chapel the young musician played one extended note, then another,
followed by a ﬂood of harmonious music. The king was astounded.”

Mozart and his starling
Mozart kept a pet starling — a type of bird that is very good at
mimicking sounds. He discovered it in a Vienna pet shop and
he heard it sing a melody from his Piano Concerto No. 17
(so the story goes). Mozart found the bird completely
enchanting and it became a great source of companionship, and also inspiration (perhaps sparking Mozart’s
idea for a well-known opera character).

haydn and “classical” Music
Known as the “Father of the Symphony,” Joseph
Haydn (1732–1809) created hundreds of works
that helped to deﬁne the “Classical” era of
reﬁned manners, good judgement, and
cheerful spirits. How does this sound in
music? Singable melodies are strung together
to create perfectly balanced phrases, like a
musical question and answer; these melodies
are supported by an accompaniment that’s often
full of rhythmic drive to propel the music forward.
During his long life, Haydn was an important inﬂuence
and friend to the young Mozart, but he also admitted that
he learned a great deal from Mozart, too. In a letter to a
friend, Haydn confessed to dreaming about Mozart’s
work, listening happily to a performance of Mozart’s opera
The Marriage of Figaro. Haydn’s Symphony No. 98 was
the ﬁrst symphony he composed after Mozart’s death.
In one of the movements you can make out echoes of a
Mozart symphony — a very special tribute to the young
composer.

Madame de Pompadour
and the “Rococo” style
One of the most cultured and inﬂuential
women in Europe during her time,
Madame de Pompadour was part of the
royal court at Versailles in France. As a
lady-in-waiting to the queen and a close
conﬁdante of the king, she used her power to
promote all things French, in everything from
international aﬀairs to the arts. She helped to deﬁne the
“Rococo” style, striking the perfect balance between
ornamentation and clean, simple lines, and between
extravagance and modest elegance.

Tchaikovsky and “classical” Music
While Tchaikovsky’s music has some Russian characteristics, it is
steeped in the European “Classical” tradition. His composition
teacher, Anton Rubinstein, had lived, performed, and composed in Western Europe
before settling in Russia and so Tchaikovsky
made every eﬀort to create music that would
be appreciated by audiences in France,
Germany, and Russia alike. To do this, he
relied on following European “Classical”
rules for composition. In the Rococo Variations, for example,
Tchaikovsky created a simple, elegant theme, and then covered it
with sophisticated ornaments, just like a real Rococo composer. But
in his variations, he achieves a true Romantic-era depth of feeling.

Tchaikovsky and the
orchestrion
When Tchaikovsky was about 7 years old,
his father bought an orchestrion — a type
of music box that played from perforated
rolls and imitated the sound of an orchestra. The young Tchaikovsky never tired of
hearing it; not only did it inspire his interest
in music, it was through the orchestrion
that he heard Mozart for the ﬁrst time. He was moved to tears when
it played excerpts from a Mozart opera. He would copy what he
heard on the piano, ﬁnding so much delight in playing it was often
necessary to drag him from the instrument by force!

What’s in and around Tchaikovsky’s studio?
1) A portrait of Madame de Pompadour — the queen of the Rococo style (painting by Boucher, 1750).
2) The Winter Palace — a building in the Russian Rococo style — in Tchaikovsky’s hometown, St. Petersburg.
3) A portrait of W. A. Mozart.
4) A book titled Life of Mozart by Otto Jahn, which Tchaikovsky always kept nearby.
5) Tchaikovsky’s writing desk; he wrote over 5,000 letters, sharing his
thoughts and inspirations with over 400 friends
and family members.

Tributes to a Great Talent
While on tour, nobles and royal courts gifted Mozart and his
family a wide range of precious objects to show their appreciation
for young Wolfgang and his sister’s concerts. A friend of the family wrote:
“I afterwards saw all the tributes and presents which the aforesaid Mr. Mozart
and his children had received from the great monarchs and princes during
their costly journey: of gold pocket watches he has brought home 9; of gold
snuff-boxes he has received 12; of gold rings set with the most handsome
precious stones he has so many that he does not know himself how many;
earrings for the girl, necklaces, knives with golden blades, bottle-holders,
writing-tackle, toothpick boxes, gold ‘objets’ for the girl, writing-tablets and
suchlike gewgaws without number and without end.”

about the artists
Equally at home at the keyboard and on the podium, Jeﬀrey kahane has established an international reputation as a
versatile artist, with a diverse repertoire ranging from J.S. Bach to John Adams. He has appeared as soloist and conductor
with major orchestras, including the New York Philharmonic, and is also a popular artist at all of the major U.S. summer
festivals. He made his Carnegie Hall debut in 1983 and has given recitals in major music centers in New York, Chicago,
Boston, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Atlanta. A Los Angeles native, he is currently a professor of keyboard studies at the
University of Southern California–Thornton School of Music.
Cellist sterling Elliott began his studies at age three, made his solo debut at seven, and at fourteen won ﬁrst place in the
2014 National Sphinx Competition. Mr. Elliott has appeared as soloist with The Cleveland Orchestra, New World Symphony,
Virginia Symphony Orchestra, Hampton Roads Philharmonic, South Bend Symphony Orchestra, Colour of Music Festival
Orchestra, Buﬀalo Philharmonic Orchestra, and San Francisco Chamber Orchestra. In the 2015–16 season he joined the
seven-week national tour with the Sphinx Virtuosi Ensemble, which included a concert at Carnegie Hall. Sterling Elliott is
currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree in cello performance at The Juilliard School.
constantine Malahias is a ﬁlm and theater character actor. He graduated with a B.F.A. from New York University’s Tisch
School of the Arts and studied at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art in London, and has worked in ﬁlm and theater in New
York and in the U.K. and Italy. He is a proud member of Shakespeare in the Square, The Absolutely Incredible Bois, The Focus
Group, and the Cue for Passion Collaborative. His theatrical credits include Romeo and Juliet, Anatomy of Grey, The
Merchant of Venice, Richard II, Tartuﬀe, Playground Games, and Comedy of Errors.
Janey choi, a violinist and New York Philharmonic Teaching Artist, enjoys a versatile career engaging audiences of all ages
through music, art, and dance. In addition to her work teaching and performing with Kaleidoscope — an ensemble of New
York Philharmonic Teaching Artists — she is also on faculty at Binghamton University and The Chamber Music Society of
Lincoln Center. She has performed regularly in solo recitals and with the Ardelia Trio and Radio City Music Hall Orchestra,
and she has performed on tour with Adele, Beyoncé, Bruce Springsteen, and Stevie Wonder. Ms. Choi holds advanced
degrees from The Juilliard School and Rutgers University.
Peter Flynn is a New York City–based director, producer, and teacher whose recent directing credits include the Oﬀ-Broadway musical Curvy Widow; Ragtime for Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C; and Born Yesterday for the Maltz-Jupiter Theatre.
His New York credits include The Actors Fund’s concerts of Thornton Wilder’s Our Town with B.D. Wong and S. Epatha
Merkerson, On the Twentieth Century with Douglas Sills and Marin Mazzie, Chess with Josh Groban and Julia Murney,
and Funny Girl with Whoopi Goldberg and Andrea Martin. For Theatreworks USA, Mr. Flynn has directed Skippyjon Jones
and Junie B. Jones. He is a graduate of Northwestern University.

What’s coming up?

An African American Lineage
saturday, February 3, 2018

Support for Young People’s Concerts is provided by The Theodore H. Barth Foundation.
TuneUp! is made possible by an endowment in the name of Lilian Butler Davey.

